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Introduction
Durham Region Hospice is a partnership between Durham Hospice and VON
Durham Community Corporation that was formed to bring hospice residence
care centres to Clarington (nine beds) and Whitby (ten beds). At present, the
main focus of the partnership is to raise the funds necessary to build these
two centres. While COVID-19 resulted in fundraising being put on hold for a
few months we are now getting back out to the community to raise the funds
we need to get to ground breaking in the spring or summer of next year.

Project Updates
Clarington

Whitby

Architecture complete

Architecture complete

Clinical care:

Clinical care:

To be provided by VON Canada under a

To be provided by VON Canada under a

service agreement (currently being

service agreement (currently being

negotiated).

negotiated).

Proposed construction Tender call

Proposed construction Tender call

(pending Ministry of Health approval):

(pending Ministry of Health approval):

Winter 2021

Winter 2021

Targeted Construction Start date:

Targeted Construction Start date:

Spring/Summer 2021

Spring/Summer 2021
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Fundraising Update
Fundraising for the hospice residences is being done in two
phases. Phase 1 is focused on raising the amount of money
needed to actually build the hospices. Phase 2 will focus on the
funds needed to provide furniture and equipment for the hospices
and for the ﬁrst two years of operating reserve. We are currently
in Phase 1 and with the provincial dollars committed as well as
what has been raised so far in the community we’re getting very
close – i.e. almost 90% completion for both locations. Phase 2
fundraising will continue through the construction phase.
Phase 1

Smile Cookie Campaign

What an exciting week we had from September 14 to 20 this year as we were
the charity of choice for the Tim Hortons Smile Cookie campaign. The Tim
Hortons locations throughout Durham Region gave the proceeds of all Smile
Cookies sales to the three hospices in Clarington, Whitby and Port Perry. The
store owners, Tim Hortons staﬀ, volunteers and customers all made this year’s
campaign the best yet in Durham Region, raising over $224,000. Wow! We are
very thankful to Tim Hortons for this amazing contribution to the three hospice
residences coming to Durham Region. Not only did we raise a lot of money, we
also had tons of fun.

2

Milestones
The Durham Region Police
Services Board makes a
donation to the Clarington
Hospice.

Clarington Hospice receives a pledge
for $250,000 (details to be announced
in the new year).

July 2020

September 2020

August 2020
Whitby Hospice receives an
anonymous donation of over $300,000.

October 2020
Thomas Coughlan Realtor
pledges $100,000 to the
Whitby Hospice.

Stories
Ten-year old Amelia makes a diﬀerence.
Young Amelia Shaikh of Ajax decided to create bracelets
with the proceeds going to charity. Amelia made and sold
over $1000 worth of her jewellery, the cost of each piece
being between 50 cents and a dollar. Then, she and her
Dad Mohammed, who is a Jan-Pro of Durham franchisee,
turned to Vikki Gilmour whom he knew through his work for
some ideas. Durham Region Hospice – Clarington was chosen. On November 9,
Marian Timmermans, Board member, met with Amelia and her Dad and accepted
the $1025 with deep appreciation and a tear in her eye. Thank you, Amelia. Your
hard work, your generosity and your willingness to give back show us all that the
support for hospice has no age or geographic boundaries.
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Stories (continued)

Sheri Coles
Sheri’s Dad, Keith Scott, passed away
earlier this year following a cancer
diagnosis. She and her family were very
fortunate to be able to spend their Dad’s
last days together at Hospice Peterborough.
When Sheri discovered there was no
hospice residence in Durham Region she
was stunned and decided to do something
to help. She organized her own personal
fundraising eﬀorts and asked friends and
relatives to contribute in honour of her
Dad. Shortly thereafter her father-in-law,
John Coles, also passed away and the family had the opposite end of life
experience as there was no hospice residence available. Thank you Sheri,
friends and family who gave so generously to hospice during these diﬃcult times.

The Lions Club of Newcastle decided to
organize a bottle drive with all funds raised
to be contributed to the Clarington
Hospice. With the use of John Albi’s Rona
parking lot as the donation point for the
event and with many club members and
other community volunteers sorting and
counting the returns, the Club raised over
$2500. Amazing. Thanks to everyone
involved – Lions and Clarington Hospice
board members.
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Why I Give
The Vanhaverbekes have pledged $150,000 to the Clarington Hospice and
here’s why.
In 2019 we had the privilege of being with my aunt in her ﬁnal days at the
Mathew’s House Hospice in Alliston, Ontario. This was an amazing
experience to witness in a warm, home-like setting. The smell of
home-made soup on the stove permeated the space as her closest loved
ones gathered in a comfortable room adjacent to where my aunt lay. We
took turns to chat with her, to laugh with her and to cry with her as we
surrounded her with love to her last breath. The room was intimate and the
staﬀ was extraordinary.
We are delighted that Clarington has approved the building of a Hospice in
Newcastle. The option to be present in a supportive, home-like setting
where medical care is given and needs are met outside the all-too busy,
institutional setting of a hospital is a privilege. Death is inevitable for all of us
and the option to be surrounded with professional caring staﬀ and our
dearest loved ones in a dedicated Hospice in these ﬁnal hours is why we so
earnestly support this worthy project. We encourage everyone in the
community to get
behind this project to
ensure options for each
of us for our ﬁnal days.
Edmond and Sylvia
Vanhaverbeke
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Why I Give (continued)
In Whitby, Maureen and Bob Riddell also had
a personal experience that prompted their
donation to sponsor the Great Room in the
Whitby Hospice.
Bob and I have lived in Whitby for 48
years; we have watched our community
grow from a population of 19,000 to
129,000 today; we bought our ﬁrst house here and raised our four children
here. Our children all have families of their own and they still live locally.
Whitby is our home!
We have always believed in the gift of giving. Over the years Bob has
volunteered in many roles within the community, most notably with the
Whitby General Hospital and its Foundation, and I have as well. Most
important to me was my time as a volunteer and later as palliative
coordinator at Hospice Durham. I learned so much about death and dying
from my peers and those I accompanied on their journey. I truly believe in the
Hospice Philosophy.
This was most recently validated when my cousin Colleen died at Hospice
Simcoe in Barrie. She was there for a week that was so full of life – she
was pampered and loved in a life-aﬃrming way even though she was
dying. The family was cared for as well in their home away from home
atmosphere. Every physical and emotional need was met by a caring, kind
and compassionate volunteer and professional staﬀ. No request was
denied. It was so beautiful even though our hearts were breaking. We
remember thinking – if only Whitby could oﬀer the community a similar
palliative experience.
When Bob and I heard of the plans for a Hospice to be built in Durham,
not one but three, we were so pleased and knew right then and there that
we wanted to be part of this amazing addition to our community.
“For it is in giving that we receive” - St Francis of Assisi
Maureen And Bob Riddell
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Did you Know?
Oak Ridges Hospice to Open in a Few Months
The eight-bed Oak Ridges Hospice in Port Perry is on track to ﬁnish
construction by December 2020.
Construction has progressed with the outdoor siding and stonework
completed, windows and doors installed and indoor work commencing,
including the start of drywall installation. Finishing construction on schedule
will mean that Morgan & Sidhu House is one step closer to opening the doors
and caring for residents and their families in the spring of 2021.
The completion of the construction will be a huge milestone. Then the
hospice needs to transform its bricks and mortar into a home. Exciting news
for Durham Region, our ﬁrst residential hospice is getting close to
completion. Whitby and Clarington won’t be far behind with the support of
our communities.

Chance to Win a Beautiful Live Edge Table

Donated by Northdog Wood Co., this beautiful live edge dining table, valued at
$3600, could be yours in time for the holiday season. Designed, built and ﬁnished by Chad Deighton, many of his colleagues in the live edge wood business, others who specialize in steel and even others who donated the materials,
this table was created with love and all proceeds will go towards the Whitby
Hospice. Tickets are only $20 and can be obtained by contacting Tanya
McPherson at tanya.mcpherson@von.ca or Donna McFarlane at 905-767-1390.
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In Memory Donations
We are grateful to those families who have chosen to honour their
loved ones by requesting donations to Durham Region Hospice.
Barclay Crozier

Hilda Pride

Louise Marie Wilson

Carmela Provenzano

James D. Roy

Maria "Mia" Lamers

David Sims

Janis Walker

Marlene Reardon

Donny Meadows

Jimmie Marshall

Miecza Ulanicki

Doug Cosburn

John and Mary Fox

Nan Moﬀatt

Elda Avery

John Coles

Terrence J. McCarl

Evelyn Goulding

Keith Scott

Theresa Coles

Helen Morrison

Lil Janacek

Wayne Coull

Durham Region needs these hospice care centres NOW. In the middle of
a pandemic? YES. Now more than ever, Durham residents will beneﬁt
from new health care resources that will prioritize care and compassion
at end of life. Please help us by making a gift.

Our Contact Information
Email: info@durhamregionhospice.ca
www.durhamregionhospice.ca
905-240-4522 ext. 243

Durham Region Hospice
1615 Dundas Street East
Lang Tower West, Suite 304
Whitby, ON L1N 2L1
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